9th Grade ELA

Common Assessment

LITERARY ANALYSIS

Directions:

Read the two selections. After carefully reading the prompt below, complete the graphic organizer on the following page.  Next, with the help of your graphic organizer write an essay that addresses the prompt.  Remember to return to the selections for specific examples.
Prompt:
Identify a universal theme shared by “The Road Not Taken” by Robert Frost and “Smart Cookie” by Sandra Cisneros. Explain how this theme is developed in each and make specific references to the poem and the vignette.
Content Standard:

Literary Response and Analysis

3.5 Compare works that express a universal theme and provide evidence to support the ideas expressed in each work. 

Works:

Cisneros, Sandra. "A Smart Cookie" The Language of Literature. California:       

McDougall Litell, 2002. 290.
Frost, Robert. “The Road Not Taken” The Language of Literature. California:       

McDougall Litell, 2002. 290.

Short Constructed Response

Literary Analysis

	Topic (one word):



	Theme (one sentence):



	Thesis (restate prompt):




	Textual evidence from:

“Smart Cookie” by Sandra Cisneros
	Textual evidence from:

“The Road Not Taken” by Robert Frost

	
	


A Smart Cookie

From The House on Mango Street

By Sandra Cisneros

I could’ve been somebody, you 1
know? my mother says and sighs. She 
has lived in this city her whole life. She     can speak two languages. She can sing   
an opera. She knows how to fix a T.V.    5   But she doesn’t know which subway 
train to take to get downtown. I hold 
her hand very tight while we wait for 
the right train to arrive.



She used to draw when she had 10
time. Now she draws with a needle and thread, little knotted rosebuds, tulips 
made of silk thread. Someday she 
would like to go to the ballet. Someday 
she would like to see a play. She            15
borrows opera records from the public library and sings with velvety lungs 
powerful as morning glories. 
 

Today while cooking oatmeal 
she is Madame Butterfly
 until she         20
sighs and points the wooden spoon 

at me. I could’ve been somebody, you know? Esperanza, you go to school. Study hard. That Madame Butterfly was a fool. She stirs the oatmeal. Look at my comadres
. She means Izaura whose         25    husband left and Yolanda whose husband 
is dead. Got to take care all your own,  she says shaking her head.                       
           Then out of nowhere:                       30

Shame is a bad thing, you know. It     keeps you down. You want to know why I quit school? Because I didn’t have nice clothes. No clothes, but I had brains. 
   
Yup, she says disgusted, stirring        35 again. I was a smart cookie then.  
The Road Not Taken

By Robert Frost

 Two roads diverged
 in a yellow wood,

  And sorry I could not travel both, 

  And be one traveler, long I stood

  And looked down one as far as I could

5 To where it bent in the undergrowth;

 Then took the other, as just as fair, 

  And having perhaps the better claim, 

 Because it was grassy and wanted wear;

  Though as for that the passing there

10 Had worn the really about the same, 

  And both that morning equally lay

   In leaves no step had trodden
 black.

   Oh, I kept the first for another day!

   Yet knowing how way leads on to way, 

15  I doubted if I should ever come back.

   I shall be telling this with a sight  

   Somewhere ages and ages hence:

   Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—

   I took the one less traveled by, 

20 And that has made all the difference. 

1 Madame Butterfly: the main character in an opera by Giacomo Puccini. She is a Japanese woman who kills herself when she discovers that her fiancé has abandoned her and married a woman from the United States.


2 comadres: Spanish: women friends.  


� diverged (\də-ˈvərjd’): branched out; went in different directions 


� trodden (trod-n): walked or trampled.








